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For Immediate Release

Bologna Performing Arts Center Presents
A Mississippi Delta Holiday
Hosted by

Bill Ellison & Temperance Babcock
Starring

Guy Hovis
Friday, December 2, 2011 @ 7:30pm


The Bologna Performing Arts Center presents a celebration of holiday music featuring festive seasonal favorites from our talented Delta State music community and other artists from Mississippi. Produced by the Delta Music Institute in partnership with the Bologna Performing Arts Center, this show will add just the right touch to the holiday season. The performance stars Guy Hovis, of the Laurence Welk show. It will be hosted by Bill Ellison of MPB’s Grass Roots and Temperance Babcock with special guests The Bufords.
Guy Hovis

Guy Hovis has one of the more recognizable faces in America. He has been on national television for more than forty years beginning with the Art Linkletter’s House Party Show on CBS in 1967. He has recorded fifteen albums, has been nominated as artist and producer of the year by the Gospel Music Association, and is a member of the Mississippi Musicians Hall of Fame. Throughout his career Guy has appeared on many celebrity game shows, in numerous commercials and on national telethons for various charities. Hovis is best known, however, for the forty plus years he has been a regular member of the Lawrence Welk Television Show which is still aired on 280 public television stations with a weekly viewing audience of over 3 million.

Bill Ellison and Temperance Babcock build their distinctive sound on the classic combination of fiddle and acoustic guitar.  Their vocal duets cover the musical spectrum from Bill Monroe to the Everly Brothers to Old Crow Medicine Show.   


Ellison has been a mainstay in Mississippi’s acoustic music scene both as a performer and as host of Mississippi Public Broadcasting’s “Grassroots.”   The show was recently presented the Governor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts.   Babcock, a classically trained violinist and member of the Mississippi Symphony, has studied under Felicia Moye and has recorded with members Kentucky Thunder and performed with Mac McAnally, Paul Overstreet and Cassandra Wilson.  Bill & Temperance recently welcomed veteran bassist and vocalist Jeff Perkins.    


Bill and Temperance have been much in demand performing for the Jackson Advertising Federation, the National Governors Conference at the Hard Rock Casino on the MS Gulf Coast, at the Neshoba County Fair, and featured at the MS Symphony’s Pepsi Pops Concert.  Bill & Temperance also recently appeared on the 

statewide radio broadcast of Thacker Mountain Radio from Oxford and at the USM Roots Reunion show at the Saenger Theatre in Hattiesburg.    

Bologna Performing Arts Center
The Bologna Performing Arts Center, a multi-disciplinary facility, opened its doors September 1, 1995.  The Center houses the 1178 seat Delta & Pine Land Theater and the 135 seat Recital Hall.  The Bologna Performing Arts Center at Delta State University has earned recognition as one of the premier houses for entertainment and arts in Mississippi and the Southeast.  Just recently, the BPAC earned top honors as The Best Performing Arts Venue in Mississippi, as voted on by the readers of Mississippi Magazine. 

The state-of-the-art facility was built in 1994 through state funding from the Mississippi legislature, offering a rich tapestry of cultural and educational programs to serve the entire Mississippi Delta.  The center attracts quality programming, superb artists and powerful performances to enrich, entertain and strengthen our Delta community.  In addition, the Bologna Center has demonstrated its commitment to arts education and developed the Janice Wyatt Mississippi Summer Arts Institute, which provides a comprehensive training program in all arts disciplines.

Tickets may be purchased by calling the box office (662-846-4626) or by filling out and mailing an order form to the Bologna Performing Arts Center.   The Season Brochure can be downloaded from the Bologna web site at www.bolognapac.com. 
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