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For Immediate Release

Bologna Performing Arts Center Announces 2011-2012 Season

Shows include: The Midtown Men, National Acrobats of the People’s Republic of China, Blast!, A Mississippi Delta Holiday, Bruce Levingston and Special Friends and Guest Artists, Damn Yankees, Bettye Lavette, Simply Sinatra, and Cinderella performed by The Moscow Festival Ballet.
Mid Town Men

4 Stars from the Original Cast of Jersey Boys!

Sunday, August 28, 2011 @ 2:00 pm

This electrifying new concert tour reunites four stars from the Original Cast of Broadway’s JER​SEY BOYS. Tony® Award-winner Christian Hoff, Michael Longoria, Daniel Reichard and Tony® Award-nominee J. Robert Spencer, took Broad​way by storm and now star as the Midtown Men in this one-of-a-kind concert experience celebrat​ing the music that defined the 1960s! During their time in the mega-hit musical JERSEY BOYS, these four talented artists shared the stage for over a thousand performances and have delight​ed television audiences with appearances on the Today Show and The Late Show with David Let​terman and have performed at Radio City Music Hall, Carnegie Hall and Broadway on Broadway in Times Square. Now these four Broadway Stars are taking their own unique sound and chemistry on the road, singing the hits of The Beatles, The Beach Boys, The Jackson Five, The Mamas and The Papas, The Four Seasons and more! 
National Acrobats of the People’s Republic of China

Thursday October 13, 2011 @ 7:30 pm


Direct from Beijing, The National Acrobats of The People’s Republic of China will balance, swing and soar through the Bologna for an extraordinary performance. As one of the world’s most thrilling acrobatic troupes, the performers astound audiences with acts ranging from skillful to daring - set to a beautiful combination of traditional and modern music. The National Acrobats of China are well-known for their super-human physical feats and nail-biting stunts. They have performed extensively worldwide in more than 40 countries with a repertoire of international and national award-winning acts. Prepare to gasp, laugh, and hold your breath as you witness the astounding demonstration of flexibility, agility, and talent of these extraordinary acrobats.

Blast!

Thursday, November 10, 2011 @ 7:30pm


BLAST!, winner of a Tony Award for “Best Special Theatrical Event” and an Emmy Award for “Best Choreography,” is comprised of 35 brass, percussion and visual performers brought together in a unique explosion of music and theatre. Born on athletic fields across the nation, BLAST! Is a novel art form evolved from the showmanship of outdoor pageantry. BLAST! thunderstorms through a program that mixes classical, jazz, blues and other musical genres with intense choreography performed with astounding precision. Come enjoy this cast of young, wildly creative accomplished musicians as they bring you an intense musical experience with breathtaking visual precision.
A Mississippi Delta Holiday
Starring Guy Hovis

Hosted By

Bill Ellison & Temperance Babcock
Friday, December 2, 2011 @ 7:30pm


Bring sparkle to the season and rekindle fond memories. Join us for a celebration of holiday music, featuring festive seasonal favorites from our talented Delta State music community and other artists from Mississippi. Produced by the Delta Music Institute in partnership with the Delta State University Music Department and The Bologna Performing Arts Center, this show will add just the right touch to the holiday season.

Bruce Levingston
and 
Special Friends and Guest Artists
Tuesday, January 31, 2012 @ 7:30pm

Acclaimed pianist Bruce Levingston returns to the Bologna stage with fabulous guest artists from his recent concerts in New York and Carnegie Hall. These great performers include the virtuoso violinist Colin Jacobsen and his brother the brilliant cellist Eric Jacobsen, both protégés and performing partners of cellist Yo Yo Ma. In addition, the great violist Nicholas Cordes and electrifying violinist Johnny Gandelsman, who form the renowned Brooklyn Rider quartet with the Jacobsens, will also participate in an exciting program along with the phenomenal pianist Kimball Gallagher that includes Saint-Saens beloved “Carnival of the Animals”, Schumann’s romantic piano quintet, Piazzolla’s thrilling tangos and Liszt’s famous Hungarian Rhapsody.
Damn Yankees
Thursday, February 9, 2012 @ 7:30 pm


Fly balls and devilishly good fun all meet at the home plate of the 7 Tony Award winning Broadway musical, Damn Yankees. This is the story of a 1950s middle-aged baseball fanatic who trades his soul to the Devil for a chance to lead his favorite team, The Washington Senators, in the pennant race against The New York Yankees only to realize the true worth of the life and the wife he’s left behind. Filled

 with hit songs like “Whatever Lola Wants” and “You Gotta Have Heart”, this show is a musical comedy home run!
Bettye Lavette
Friday, February 24, 2012 @ 7:30pm


Known as The Great Lady of Soul, the Grammy-nominated Bettye Lavette is a forceful, timely reminder that soul thrives on the singer and not the song. Revered for her ability to take other’s compositions and make them her own, this powerhouse performer will present musical favorites everyone can enjoy!
Simply Sinatra
Starring Steve Lippia

Sunday, March 25, 2012 @ 2:00pm

Steve Lippia is among the nation’s finest interpreters of “standards” and traditional pop music. His youthful, energetic talent and powerful show is a perfect blend that appeals to long-time listeners while introducing a new generation to this timeless music. His latest program, Simply Sinatra, is a walk down memory lane celebrating the music of Ol’ Blue Eyes. 

According to The Wall Street Journal, Frank Sinatra’s long-time friend Tino Barzie and his musical director Vincent Falcone thought they had stumbled on an old Sinatra recording the first time they heard Lippia’s demo tape. Since then, he has headlined engagements in Las Vegas and Atlantic City, at New York’s legendary Birdland jazz club, and performed to sold-out audiences across North America.
Cinderella performed by The Moscow Festival Ballet
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 @7:30pm


With lavish costumes, a magical set, and breathtaking folkloric backgrounds, the Moscow Festival Ballet’s Cinderella is an enchanting experience that proves dreams do come true.True to the age-old fairy tale, Cinderella is the endearing story of a young girl who lives with a very bossy, unlikable Stepmother and two very vain Stepsisters. In the end, the tender hearted Cinderella finds good fortune, love and happiness through her acts of kindness. This jubilant production is the work of one of Russia’s most esteemed ballet companies-- The Moscow Festival Ballet. Sergei Radchenko, legendary principal dancer of the Bolshoi Ballet, founded the company in 1989 to create an ensemble that would bring together the highest classical elements of the great Bolshoi and Kirov Ballet companies. Under his direction, leading dancers from across Russia now stage exciting new productions of timeless classics.
Bologna Performing Arts Center
The Bologna Performing Arts Center, a multi-disciplinary facility, opened its doors September 1, 1995.  The Center houses the 1178 seat Delta & Pine Land Theater and the 135 seat Recital Hall.  The Bologna Performing Arts Center at Delta State University has earned recognition as one of the premier houses for entertainment and arts in Mississippi and the Southeast.  Just recently, the BPAC earned top honors as The Best Performing Arts Venue in Mississippi, as voted on by the readers of Mississippi Magazine. 

The state-of-the-art facility was built in 1994 through state funding from the Mississippi legislature, offering a rich tapestry of cultural and educational programs to serve the entire Mississippi Delta.  The center attracts quality programming, superb artists and powerful performances to enrich, entertain and strengthen our Delta community.  In addition, the Bologna Center has demonstrated its commitment to arts education and developed the Janice Wyatt Mississippi Summer Arts Institute, which provides a comprehensive training program in all arts disciplines.

Tickets may be purchased by calling the box office (662-846-4626) or by filling out and mailing an order form to the Bologna Performing Arts Center.   The Season Brochure can be downloaded from the Bologna web site at www.bolognapac.com. 
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